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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to an unpublished 
U.S. application, foreign application or patent, or to a publication is improper. Applicant is 
required to amend the disclosure to include the material incorporated by reference, if the material 
is relied upon to overcome any objection, rejection, or other requirement imposed by the Office. 
The amendment must be accompanied by a statement executed by the applicant, or a practitioner 
representing the applicant, stating that the material being inserted is the material previously 
incorporated by reference and that the amendment contains no new matter. 37 CFR 1 .57(f). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 36 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 36 has identical claim language and depends from the same 
claim as claim 31, and therefore does not further limit the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claimsl-4, 6-9, 1 1-15, 20-22, 24-27, 29-31, 36-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US Patent 3,573,748 to Holme. 

The '748 patent teaches a method for sorting a plurality of mail items, comprising the 
steps of: determining destination addresses of mail items; sorting the mail items into delivery 
point groups at a first sorting machine; sorting into end points by destination address at a second 
sorting machine; conveying the mail items from end points to corresponding sections of a 
sectioned conveyor belt; conveying mails items to a distribution unit; and combining the mail 
items at the distribution unit, see column 7, lines 67 through column 8. If an end point is filled, 
an adjacent end point is used to accommodate mail items of a same destination address, see 
column 8, lines 16+. 

The step of combining further comprises the step of bundling the mail items with a tying 
device, see column 8, lines 65+. 

The method further comprises the step of applying a machine readable code to the mail 
items at or before the first sorter machine, where the machine readable code is read at the second 
sorter machine, see column 7, line 67 through column 8. The machine code comprises an 
identifier identifying at least a number of mail items sorted into at least one group at the first 
sorter. The identifier fiirther relates to a destination address stored in data records of a database. 
The method further comprising the steps of reading the machine readable code at the second 
sorter machine;, querying the database for a destination address associated with the code; 
retrieving the destination address; determining an end point for a mail item based upon the 
retrieved destination address; and sorting the mail into the end point, see column 8. 
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The method further comprises the steps of: storing destination addresses in data records 
of a database; associating distinguishing features of mail items with the data records comprising 
destination addresses of mail items, and wherein the step of sorting into end points further 
comprises the steps of: determining the distinguishing features; querying the database for data 
records matching the distinguishing features; retrieving destination addresses from the data 
records from the database, and sorting mail items according to the addresses, wherein this sorting 
step occurs at the second sorter, see column 8. 

The '748 patent also teaches an apparatus for sorting mail items, comprising: means for 
determining destination addresses of mail items; means for sorting mail items into delivery point 
groups at a first sorting machine; means for sorting into end points by destination address at a 
second sorting machine; means for conveying the mail items from end points to corresponding 
sections of a sectioned conveyor belt; mean for conveying mails items to a distribution unit; and 
a means for combining the mail items at the distribution unit, see columns 6 and 7. 

The combining means further comprises a bundling means, which is a tying device, see 
column 8, lines 65+. 

The apparatus further comprises a means for applying a machine readable code to the 
mail items at or before the first sorter machine, a means for reading the machine readable code at 
the second sorter machine, see columns 6 and 7. The machine code comprises an identifier 
identifying at least a number of mail items sorted into at least one group at the first sorter. The 
identifier further relates to a destination address stored in data records of a database. 

The apparatus further comprises a means for storing destination addresses in a database; 
means for associating distinguishing features of mail items with the data records; wherein the 
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means for sorting into end points further comprises: means for determining the distinguishing 
features; means for querying the database for data records matching the features; means for 
retrieving destination address for the records; means for sorting items according to retrieved 
addresses, see column 8. The second sorter machine of Holme has a means for sorting the mail 
items according to the retrieved destination addresses. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 3,573,748 to Holme in view of US Patent Application Publication 2003/0155282 to 
Kechel. 

The '748 patent teaches and method and apparatus for bundling the mail items during the 
combining step of the mail sorting process. The '748 patent, however, does not teach that the 
mail items can be wrapped in order to be bundled. 

Kechel, does, however, teach this feature, see paragraph 0024. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the bundling apparatus of the '748 patent 
capable of wrapping the mail items during the bundling step, because, both tying and wrapping 
are equivalent forms of bundling. 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,013 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3653 

Claims 10 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 3,573,748 to Holme. 

Holme teaches a machine readable code that can be either magnetic or optically coded. 

4 

He does not specifically state that such a code is a bar code, however, the examiner asserts that a 
bar is a well known form of optical codes and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to use a bar code as an optically readable code in the method and apparatus of the '748 
patent to Holme. 

Claims 16, 17, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 3,573,748 to Holme in view of US Patent 5,422,821 to Allen et al. 

■ 

The '748 patent does not teach a method or apparatus for dealing with incompatible mail 
items, but the '821 patent does. The '821 patent to Allen et al. teaches a device and method for 
automatically reading destination addresses of sorting machine incompatible mail items and 
transferring the incompatible mail items into sections associated with destination addresses of the 
incompatible mail items. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the method and 
apparatus of the '821 patent to Allen et al. with the device and method of the '748 patent to 
Holme in order to make the mail sorting process more efficient and less costly by removing the 
incompatible mail items before they are completely processes and bundled for delivery. 

Claims 18, 19, 34, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 3,573,748 to Holme in view of US Patent 6,241,099 to Hendrickson et al. 
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The £ 748 patent to Holme does not teach a method or apparatus to automatically transfer 
unaddressed mail items into section associated with unaddressed mail, but the '099 patent to 
Hendrickson et al. does. 

In column 5, lines 30+ the '099 patent teaches the steps of transferring unaddressed mail 
items into sections associated with unaddressed mail items. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to include the unaddressed mail sorting device of the '099 patent in 
method and apparatus of the c 748 patent to Holme if one desired to be able to efficiently handle 
mass mailings with no address. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaitlin S. Joerger whose telephone number is 571-272-6938. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on 571-272-6944. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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